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MRS. SMYTHE & DOG 
(A Cookbook)  
 

Dog’s Bookstore.  

 

Dog loves books. He loves them so much that just this morning he 

has opened his own bookstore; and he is excited.  

 

DOG is an intelligent, upbeat, energetic, enthusiastic, friendly 

person who is always ready to face a new challenge. He is 

passionate about books and loves to read any and all kinds. He is a 

bit naïve to think everyone loves books as much as he does.  

 

MRS. SMYTHE is comically upper class, snobby, stuffy, rich, 

arrogant, elitist, haughty – always tries to act refined and upper 

class with her nose in the air. Her voice can have a rather sing-song 

aristocratic quality about it.  

 

The NARRATOR is a positive force who wants to see Dog 

succeed. She is intelligent, warm, fun, a bit maternal – and 

obviously likes Dog very much.  

 

Here it is later in the day and Dog has had no success in selling any 

books. He had decided to try a new policy of recommending books 

to his customers.  

 

Earlier in the day, Mrs. Smythe had wandered into the bookstore 

thinking it was a tearoom. She had condescendingly told Dog she 

hates books. But now dog is more determined than ever to win her 

over. Now, she is back.  

 

 

Note: Mrs. e is played by the story’s narrator who has been acting 

as our guide – talking to the audience – following Dog’s journey in 

trying to make a success of his bookstore. Here, the narrator 

quickly and simply changes into the character of Mrs. Smythe.  

 

Note: Dog is a male dog played by a female actress  



NARRATOR (to the audience) 

Now, Dog loved books, but so far, he hadn’t even sold one. But now, he was again ready to try 

his new policy – you know, recommending a book. So… 

(The Narrator now becomes the character of Mrs. Smythe)  

 

    DOG  

Step right this way, Madam.  

 

    SMYTHE  

But I’ve ready told you, Mister Dog – I’m not interested in buying any books.  

 

    DOG  

Yes, but just wait ‘til you see! 

   (He proudly presents the cookbook display.)  

…TA-DA! 

 

    SMYTHE 

What are they? 

 

    DOG 

Cookbooks! 

 

    SMYTHE  

What? 

 

    DOG 

You said you wanted tea and scones. Well I don’t sell them, but I do sell books that teach you 

how to make them. Pretty clever, huh? So, how many cookbooks do you want?  

 

    SMYTHE  

Mister Dog, you should know two things.  

 

    DOG 

Yes? 

 

    SMYTHE  

First – I don’t cook.  

 

     

  



DOG 

No? 

 

    SMYTHE  

And second – I don’t like books. Now if you will excuse me.  

   (turns to leave.)  

 

     

DOG  

But you have to buy a book! 

 

    SMYTHE  

The only thing I have to do is pick up my granddaughter.  

 

    DOG 

Pick up your granddaughter? 

 

    SMYTHE  

I don’t like her traveling alone. Safety first – she is spending the weekend with me.  

 

    DOG 

Oh..well then… you’ll need a book to read to her! 

 

    SMYTHE  

To read to her? 

 

    DOG 

Yeah. You know – a bedtime story like…ah… 

   (quickly grabs a book)  

…“The History of the Roman Empire!” 

 

    SMYTHE  

What? 

 

    DOG  

No, no – not that! Let’s see…ah…you know, a fun book like…ah… 

 

    SMYTHE  

Yes? 

 

    DOG 

   (under his breath)  

Recommend a book, recommend a book…like… 

 

…Like a fairy tale! Yeah! 

 



    SMYTHE  

A fairy tale? 

 

    DOG  

Sure! 

 

    SMYTHE  

But aren’t fairy tales rather…old fashioned? 

 

    DOG  

Oh, not this one. Here, I’ll show you…In fact, we’ll act it out together!  

 

 

END OF SIDE.  
    

 

 

 

     

 

  

 


